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the European dogs to bear twice over the expenses
of her funeral. Persian beggars and cripples have
more lives than they have lirnbs. Many good
men died in Tehran, but when we returned there
at the end of the season we found precisely the
same group of maimed and ragged loiterers hang-
ing about our doors.
The cholera was not of very long duration. A
slight fall of rain reduced the daily number of
deaths by several hundreds ; before six weeks
were past the people were returning to the streets
they had quitted in precipitate haste ; a fortnight
later the surrounding villages also were free of
sickness, and had resumed their accustomed aspect,
except for an air of emptiness in the tiny bazaars,
from which in some cases a third of the population
had been reft, and a corresponding number of
fresh graves in the burial-grounds. But another
disease follows on the heels of cholera ; typhoid
fever is the inevitable result of an absolute dis-
regard of all sanitary laws. The system of burial
among the Persians is beyond expression evil.
They think nothing of washing the bodies of the
dead in a stream which subsequently runs through
the length of the village, thereby poisoning water
which is to be used for numberless household pur-
poses, and in their selection of the graveyard they
will not hesitate to choose the ground lying im-
mediately above a kanat which is carrying water
to many gardens and drinking-fountains. Even
when they are buried, the bodies are not allowed